Race Prejudice & Race Unity - A Baha’i Perspective

1. What is the pivotal principle of the Baha’i Faith?

World order can be founded only on an unshakeable consciousness of the oneness of mankind,
a spiritual truth which all the human sciences confirm. Anthropology, physiology, psychology,
recognize only one human species, albeit infinitely varied in the secondary aspects of life.
Recognition of this truth requires abandonment of prejudice—prejudice of every kind—race,
class, colour, creed, nation, sex, degree of material civilization, everything which enables people
to consider themselves superior to others.

Acceptance of the oneness of mankind is the first fundamental prerequisite for reorganization
and administration of the world as one country, the home of humankind. Universal acceptance
of this spiritual principle is essential to any successful attempt to establish world peace. It should
therefore be universally proclaimed, taught in schools, and constantly asserted in every nation
as preparation for the organic change in the structure of society which it implies.

-- The Promise of World Peace, Universal House of Justice

2. Do we need to remedy the other ills of society before we can achieve unity?

When Bah&’u’llah proclaimed His Message to the world in the nineteenth century He made it
abundantly clear that the first step essential for the peace and progress of mankind was its
unification. As He says, “The well-being of mankind, its peace and security are unattainable
unless and until its unity is firmly established.” (“The World Order of Baha'u’llah”, p. 203)

To this day, however, you will find most people take the opposite point of view: they look upon
unity as an ultimate, almost unattainable goal and concentrate first on remedying all the other
ills of mankind. If they did but know it, these other ills are but various symptoms and side effects
of the basic disease—disunity.

-- Wellspring of Guidance: Messages 1963—1968, Universal House of Justice



3. What will happen if we do not achieve unity?

Nothing whatever can, in this Day, inflict a greater harm upon this Cause than dissension and
strife, contention, estrangement and apathy, among the loved ones of God. Flee them, through
the power of God and His sovereign aid, and strive ye to knit together the hearts of men, in His
Name, the Unifier, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.

-- Gleanings From the Writings of Baha'u’llah

4. Is it possible to have unity and maintain diversity?

A critic may object, saying that peoples, races, tribes and communities of the world are of
different and varied customs, habits, tastes, character, inclinations and ideas, that opinions and
thoughts are contrary to one another, and how, therefore, is it possible for real unity to be
revealed and perfect accord among human souls to exist?

In answer we say that differences are of two kinds. One is the cause of annihilation and is like
the antipathy existing among warring nations and conflicting tribes who seek each other’s
destruction, uprooting one another’s families, depriving one another of rest and comfort and
unleashing carnage. The other kind which is a token of diversity is the essence of perfection and
the cause of the appearance of the bestowals of the Most Glorious Lord.

Consider the flowers of a garden: though differing in kind, color, form and shape, yet, inasmuch
as they are refreshed by the waters of one spring, revived by the breath of one wind, invigorated
by the rays of one sun, this diversity increaseth their charm, and addeth unto their beauty. Thus
when that unifying force, the penetrating influence of the Word of God, taketh effect, the
difference of customs, manners, habits, ideas, opinions and dispositions embellisheth the world
of humanity. This diversity, this difference is like the naturally created dissimilarity and variety of
the limbs and organs of the human body, for each one contributeth to the beauty, efficiency and
perfection of the whole. When these different limbs and organs come under the influence of
man’s sovereign soul, and the soul’s power pervadeth the limbs and members, veins and
arteries of the body, then difference reinforceth harmony, diversity strengtheneth love, and
multiplicity is the greatest factor for coordination.

How unpleasing to the eye if all the flowers and plants, the leaves and blossoms, the fruits, the
branches and the trees of that garden were all of the same shape and color! Diversity of hues,
form and shape, enricheth and adorneth the garden, and heighteneth the effect thereof. In like
manner, when divers shades of thought, temperament and character, are brought together
under the power and influence of one central agency, the beauty and glory of human perfection
will be revealed and made manifest. Naught but the celestial potency of the Word of God, which



ruleth and transcendeth the realities of all things, is capable of harmonizing the divergent
thoughts, sentiments, ideas, and convictions of the children of men. Verily, it is the penetrating
power in all things, the mover of souls and the binder and regulator in the world of humanity.

-- Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha

5. Don’t we also need justice as well as unity?

A financier with colossal wealth should not exist whilst near him is a poor man in dire necessity.
When we see poverty allowed to reach a condition of starvation it is a sure sign that somewhere
we shall find tyranny. Men must bestir themselves in this matter, and no longer delay in altering
conditions which bring the misery of grinding poverty to a very large number of the people. The
rich must give of their abundance, they must soften their hearts and cultivate a compassionate
intelligence, taking thought for those sad ones who are suffering from lack of the very
necessities of life.

There must be special laws made, dealing with these extremes of riches and of want. The
members of the Government should consider the laws of God when they are framing plans for
the ruling of the people. The general rights of mankind must be guarded and preserved.

The government of the countries should conform to the Divine Law which gives equal justice to
all. This is the only way in which the deplorable superfluity of great wealth and miserable,
demoralizing, degrading poverty can be abolished. Not until this is done will the Law of God be
obeyed.

-- Paris Talks, Abdu’l-Baha

6. How should we behave towards those we meet who are of a “different race”?

Thus should it be among the children of men! The diversity in the human family should be the
cause of love and harmony, as it is in music where many different notes blend together in the
making of a perfect chord. If you meet those of different race and color from yourself, do not
mistrust them and withdraw yourself into your shell of conventionality, but rather be glad and
show them kindness. Think of them as different colored roses growing in the beautiful garden of
humanity, and rejoice to be among them.

Likewise, when you meet those whose opinions differ from your own, do not turn away your face
from them. All are seeking truth, and there are many roads leading thereto. Truth has many
aspects, but it remains always and forever one.



Do not allow difference of opinion, or diversity of thought to separate you from your fellowmen,
or to be the cause of dispute, hatred and strife in your hearts.

Rather, search diligently for the truth and make all men your friends.

-- Paris Talks, Abdu’l-Baha

7. What interferes with our ability to achieve racial and cultural unity?

And the breeding ground of all these tragedies is prejudice: prejudice of race and nation, of
religion, of political opinion; and the root cause of prejudice is blind imitation of the
past—imitation in religion, in racial attitudes, in national bias, in politics. So long as this aping of
the past persisteth, just so long will the foundations of the social order be blown to the four
winds, just so long will humanity be continually exposed to direst peril.

Now, in such an illumined age as ours, when realities previously unknown to man have been
laid bare, and the secrets of created things have been disclosed, and the Morn of Truth hath
broken and lit up the world—is it admissible that men should be waging a frightful war that is
bringing humanity down to ruin? No, by the Lord God!

Christ Jesus summoned all mankind to amity and peace. Unto Peter He said: “Put up thy sword
into the sheath.” Such was the bidding and counsel of the Lord Christ; and yet today the
Christians one and all have drawn their swords from out the scabbard. How wide is the
discrepancy between such acts and the clear Gospel text!

-- Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha

8. What is the spirit in which | should consider my responsibility in this matter?

| direct my appeal with all the earnestness and urgency that this pressing problem calls for to
every conscientious upholder of the universal principles of Bah&’u’llah to face this extremely
delicate situation with the boldness, the decisiveness and wisdom it demands.

| cannot believe that those whose hearts have been touched by the regenerating influence of
God’s creative Faith in His day will find it difficult to cleanse their souls from every lingering trace
of racial animosity so subversive of the Faith they profess.



How can hearts that throb with the love of God fail to respond to all the implications of this
supreme injunction of Baha’u’llah, the unreserved acceptance of which, under the
circumstances now prevailing in America, constitutes the hallmark of a true Baha’i character?

-- Baha’i Administration, Shoghi Effendi

9. How do we eliminate racial prejudice?

Endeavor that the black and the white may gather in one meeting place, and with the utmost
love, fraternally associate with each other, so that quarrels and strife may vanish from among
the white and the black.... There is no greater means to bring about affection between the white
and the black than the influence of the Word of God.

-- The Power of Unity, ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Intense is the hatred, in America, between black and white, but my hope is that the power of the
Kingdom will bind these two in friendship, and serve them as a healing balm.

Let them look not upon a man’s color but upon his heart. If the heart be filled with light, that man
is nigh unto the threshold of his Lord; but if not, that man is careless of his Lord, be he white or
be he black.

-- Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha

To bring the white and the black together is considered impossible and unfeasible, but the
breaths of the Holy Spirit will bring about this union.

The enmity and hatred which exist between the white and the black races is very dangerous
and there is no doubt that it will end in bloodshed unless the influence of the Word of God, the
breaths of the Holy Spirit and the teachings of Baha'u'llah are diffused amongst them and
harmony is established between the two races.

They must destroy the foundation of enmity and rancor and lay the basis of love and affinity.
The power of the Teachings of Bah&'u'llah will remove this danger from America.

-- The Power of Unity, ‘Abdu’l-Baha



